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EPA Morning News Highlichts 01.10.18

Reuters: Exclusive: Trump’s EPA aims fo replace Obama-era climnate, water reos in 2018

A top EPA priority for 2018 is to replace the Obama-era Clean Power Plan which would have
slashed carbon emissions from power plants. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will
replace Obama-era carbon and clean water regulations and open up a national debate on climate
change in 2018, part of a list of priorities for the year that also includes fighting lead
contamination in public drinking water.

NewsOK: Contaminated Egole Industries site in Midwest Citv added to EPA priorities list

A contaminated industrial site along Midwest City's border with Oklahoma City was added
Tuesday to the Environmental Protection Agency's national priorities list for Superfund site. The
designation signifies the site 1s one of the nation's most severely polluted parcels of land. Soil
and groundwater around the former Eagle Industries property at 10901 SE 29th St. are
contaminated with trichloroethylene and dichloroethane, according to Oklahoma Department of
Environmental Quality investigators.

Miami News Record: Tar Creek Superfund Site Makes Pruitt’s Priority List

The Tar Creek Superfund Site made U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s list of Superfund
Sites Targeted for Immediate and Intense Action, but no commitment of additional funding is
associated with the site’s inclusion on the list. The Tar Creek Superfund Site is included on a list
of 21 sites across the nation making the list. The EPA considered sites that could benefit from
Pruitt’s direct engagement and sites that have identifiable actions to protect human health and the
environment.
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Times Free Press: Local Site Proposed for List of Countrv’s Most Toxic Places

A local site composed of residential properties, including areas used by children, has been
proposed to be put on a list of the country's most toxic places. The Southside Chattanooga Lead
Site is one of 10 sites across the country recommended to be added to the Superfund Program's
National Priorities List by the Environmental Protection Agency.

Vs MNews: Michisan Sets Standard for Chemical Contaminant in Water

Michigan regulators on Tuesday set a state threshold for chemicals that were once widely used
and are being found in drinking water, a move they said will let them issue violation notices and
take legal action if needed. The announcement is the latest as Republican Gov. Rick Snyder's
administration scrambles to combat potential health risks in tap water that stem from the
chemicals used in firefighting, waterproofing, carpeting and other products.

Newark Post: EPA Adds Contaminated Mewark Site (o Superfund List

The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed to add a site in Newark to the National
Priorities List — a list of contaminated sites eligible for remedial action financed under the
federal Superfund program. The agency will conduct a remedial investigation and feasibility
study to determine the extent of contamination and evaluate various cleanup options, a
spokesperson said.

National Morning News Highlights 01.10.18

L.os Anceles Times: At least 13 dead as heavy rains triceer flooding, mudflows and freewayv
closures across Southern California

At least 13 people were killed Tuesday when a rainstorm sent mud and debris coursing through
Montecito neighborhoods and left rescue crews to scramble through clogged roadways and
downed trees to search for victims. The deluge that washed over Santa Barbara County early
Tuesday was devastating for a community that was ravaged by the Thomas fire only a few weeks
earlier. In just a matter of minutes, pounding rain overwhelmed the south-facing slopes above
Montecito and flooded a creek that leads to the ocean, sending mud and massive boulders rolling
into residential neighborhoods, according to Santa Barbara County Fire Department spokesman
Mike Eliason.
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Fox Mews: US Oks selling Japan missiles to shoot down Morth Korean missiles

The Trump administration has approved a $133.3 million missile defense sale to Japan to meet
the escalating threat from North Korea — by shooting down the rogue nation's own ballistic
missiles. The State Department says Congress was notified Tuesday of the proposed sale of four
missiles for the SM-3 Block IIA interceptor.

CHNBC: China is reportedly thinking of haltine US Treasurv nurchases and that’s worrving
markets richt now

China, the United States' biggest buyer of sovereign bonds, could be slowing down or even
halting its purchases, according to a report. Bloomberg News reported Wednesday, citing people
familiar with the matter, that officials in Beijing have recommended the Chinese government
lowers — or even stops — its buying of U.S. sovereign debt.

Wall Street Journal: Amid sions of a thaw in North Korea, Tensions bubble un

A tentative move toward diplomacy over the confrontation with North Korea has begun, though
that hardly means the tension is evaporating. In a village on their heavily militarized border,
North and South Korean officials opened talks Tuesday, ostensibly over possible North Korean
participation in the coming South Korean Olympics. South Korea would like the talks to expand
beyond that, toward finding broader ways to lower tensions.

Reuters

hitp:/mews trust.ore/item/20180110023844-vdok3/

Exclusive: Trump’s EPA aims to replace Obama-era climate, water regs in 2018

By: Valerie Volcovici and David Shepardson, 1/9/18

A top EPA priority for 2018 is to replace the Obama-era Clean Power Plan which would have
slashed carbon emissions from power plants
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will replace Obama-era carbon and clean water
regulations and open up a national debate on climate change in 2018, part of a list of priorities
for the year that also includes fighting lead contamination in public drinking water.

The agenda, laid out by EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt in an exclusive interview with Reuters
on Tuesday, marks an extension of the agency's efforts under President Donald Trump to weaken
or kill regulations the administration believes are too broad and harm economic growth, but
which environmentalists say are critical to human health.

"The climate is changing. That's not the debate. The debate is how do we know what the ideal
surface temperature is in 21007... I think the American people deserve an open honest
transparent discussion about those things," said Pruitt, who has frequently cast doubt on the
causes and implications of global warming.

Pruitt reaffirmed plans for the EPA to host a public debate on climate science sometime this year
that would pit climate change doubters against other climate scientists, but he provided no
further details on timing or which scientists would be involved.

Pruitt said among the EPA's top priorities for 2018 will be to replace the Clean Power Plan,
former President Barack Obama's centerpiece climate change regulation which would have
slashed carbon emissions from power plants. The EPA began the process of rescinding the

regulation last year and 1s taking input on what should replace it.

"A proposed rule will come out this year and then a final rule will come out sometime this year,"
he said. He did not give any details on what the rule could look like, saying the agency was still
soliciting comments from stakeholders.

He said the agency was also planning to rewrite the Waters of the United States rule, another
Obama-era regulation, this one defining which U.S. waterways are protected under federal law.
Pruitt and Trump have said the rule marked an overreach by including streams that are shallow,
narrow, or sometimes completely dry - and was choking off energy development.
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Pruitt said that in both cases, former President Barack Obama had made the rules by executive
order, and without Congress. "We only have the authority that Congress gives us," Pruitt said.

Pruitt's plans to replace the Clean Power Plan have raised concerns by attorneys general of states
like California and New York, who said in comments submitted to the EPA on Tuesday that the
administrator should recuse himself because as Oklahoma attorney general he led legal
challenges against it.

BIOFUELS AND STAFF CUTS

Pruitt said he hoped for legislative reform of the U.S. biofuels policy this year, calling it
"substantially needed and important” because of the costs the regulation imposes on oil refiners.

The Renewable Fuel Standard, ushered in by former President George W. Bush as a way to help
U.S. farmers, requires refiners to blend increasing amounts of biofuels like corn-based ethanol
into the nation's fuel supply every year.

Refining companies say the EPA-administered policy costs them hundreds of millions of dollars
annually and threatens to put some plants out of business. But their proposals to change the

program have so far been rejected by the Trump administration under pressure from the corn
lobby.

The EPA in November slightly raised biofuels volumes mandates for 2018, after previously
opening the door to cuts.

The White House i1s now mediating talks on the issue between representatives of both sides, with
input from EPA, and some Republican senators from states representing refineries are working
on possible legislation to overhaul the program.
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Pruitt said he also hoped Congress could produce an infrastructure package this year that would
include replacing municipal water pipes, as a way of combating high lead levels in certain parts
of the United States.

"That to me is something very tangible very important that we can achieve for the American
people," he said.

Pruitt added that EPA also continuing its review of automobile fuel efficiency rules, and would
be headed to California soon for more meetings with the California Air Resources Board to
discuss them.

California in 2011 agreed to adopt the federal vehicle emission rules through 2025, but has
signaled it would opt out of the standards if they are weakened — a move that would complicate
matters for automakers serving the huge California market.

In the meantime, Pruitt said EPA is continuing to reduce the size of its staff, which fell to 14,162
employees as of Jan. 3, the lowest it has been since 1998, under Ronald Reagan when the
employment level was 14,400. The EPA employed about 15,000 when Obama left office.

Nearly 50 percent of the EPA will be eligible to retire within the next five years, according to the
agency.

NewsOK

hitp:/mewsok com/contaminated-eagle-industries-site-in-midwest-city -added-io-epa-priorities-
list/article/5578891

Contaminated Eagle Industries site in Midwest City added to EPA priorities list

By: Justin Wingerter, 1/9/18
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A contaminated industrial site along Midwest City's border with Oklahoma City was added
Tuesday to the Environmental Protection Agency's national priorities list for Superfund site.

The designation signifies the site is one of the nation's most severely polluted parcels of land.
Soil and groundwater around the former Eagle Industries property at 10901 SE 29th St. are
contaminated with trichloroethylene and dichloroethane, according to Oklahoma Department of
Environmental Quality investigators.

"Groundwater resources at the site and the surrounding area are threatened by the
contamination,” the EPA wrote in a memo Tuesday. "(Trichloroethylene) has been found in off-
site private drinking water wells. The site is an area of recharge for the Central Oklahoma
aquifer system, which is a major source of groundwater in Central Oklahoma."

Contamination at Eagle Industries was first discovered in 2003. The company, which had
dumped contaminants in violation of state law, closed in 2010 without paying a fine.

The EPA announced in early August it would consider adding Eagle to its national priorities list
at the request of Gov. Mary Fallin. Several months of public comment followed, leading to
Tuesday's announcement.

“Once again, Administrator (Scott) Pruitt is making it clear that he's focused on protecting the
environment by partnering with states to clean up contaminated sites in local communities," said
U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Tulsa.

"By adding the Eagle Industries site in Oklahoma City to the National Priorities List, it will give
the site increased attention for long-term clean-up efforts and focus on revitalizing the area for
development and economic activity," he added.

The adverse public health ramifications of Eagle's illegal actions have not dissipated.
Trichloroethylene, or TCE, has been found within nearby residential water wells. State
investigators distributed a fact sheet to residents that stated TCE “may cause nervous system
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effects, liver and lung damage, abnormal heartbeat, coma and possibly death.”

“It 1s clear that the TCE is migrating, with the likelihood of affecting approximately 30
additional residences and businesses,” stated an internal DEQ memo obtained by The
Oklahoman in an open records request. “Eagle Industries lies in Midwest City. The plume of
pollution is flowing into Oklahoma City.”

On Tuesday, the EPA wrote, "There are currently no readily available alternative drinking water
sources for the 18 family homes south of Eagle Industries."”

“Today's action ensures the necessary resources are available for effective and safe revitalization
of some of the most contaminated sites across the country,” Pruitt said in a statement.

EPA cleanup efforts could eventually extend to a second Eagle site, where the company operated
for decades, beginning in 1957. Since an investigation by The Oklahoman found Eagle
employees may have also dumped trichloroethylene at the site, 8828 SE 29th St., state
investigators and Midwest City have agreed to test the soil and groundwater there. The property
is owned by Midwest City.

Rita Kottke, an environmental programs director at DEQ, told Midwest City council members
last month that EPA headquarters in Washington had shown an interest in the 8828 site. The
EPA contacted DEQ and pushed them to conduct environmental testing, the first step in the
Superfund process, according to Kottke.

When soil and groundwater tests are complete in the coming months, several outcomes are
possible. The tests could find no cause for concern, allowing Midwest City to develop the 8828
site and attract a grocery store or other retail opportunity. The tests could find minor
contamination curative with soil extraction and other actions. Or the tests could find dire
contamination requiring massive EPA action.

Miami News Record
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hitp//www.niamiok.com/news/2018010% tar-creek-superfund-site-makes-pruitis-priority-list

Tar Creek Superfund Site Makes Pruitt’s Priority List

By: Melinda Stotts, 1/9/18

The Superfund list came in direct response to the EPA’s Superfund Task Force
Recommendations issued in July of 2017.

MIAMI — The Tar Creek Superfund Site made U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s list of
Superfund Sites Targeted for Immediate and Intense Action, but no commitment of additional
funding is associated with the site’s inclusion on the list.

The Tar Creek Superfund Site is included on a list of 21 sites across the nation making the list.

The EPA considered sites that could benefit from Pruitt’s direct engagement and sites that have
identifiable actions to protect human health and the environment.

The listed sites require timely resolution of specific issues to expedite cleanup and
redevelopment efforts, according to the EPA’s press release, and the list is designed to spur
action at sites where opportunities exist to act quickly and comprehensively.

The Superfund list came in direct response to the EPA’s Superfund Task Force
Recommendations issued in July of 2017.

According to the EPA, Pruitt will receive regular updates on the listed sites, but the EPA remains
dedicated to addressing the risks of all Superfund sites.
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There are currently more than 1,300 Superfund sites on EPA’s National Priorities List at various
stages in the cleanup process

The Task Force recommendations are aimed at expediting cleanup at all sites and Pruitt has set
the expectation of a renewed focus on accelerating work and progress.

The list released on Dec. 8 includes the following U.S. Superfund Sites Mohawk Tannery in
Nashua, New Hampshire, Centredale Manor Restoration Project in North Providence in Rhode
Island, American Cyanamid Co. in Bound Brook, New Jersey, Diamond Alkali Co. (aka Upper
Lower Passaic) Newark, New Jersey, Ventron/Velsicol (aka Berry’s Creek) in Wood Ridge
Borough, New Jersey, L.A. Clarke & Son in Spotsylvania, Virginia, B.F. Goodrich in Calvert
City, Kentucky, Mississippi Phosphates Corporation in Pascagoula, Mississippi, U.S. Smelter
and Lead Refinery Inc. (aka USS Lead or East Chicago) in East Chicago, Indiana, Allied Paper
Inc./Portage Creek/Kalamazoo River in Kalamazoo, Michigan, Tar Creek (Ottawa County) in
Ottawa County, Oklahoma, San Jacinto Waste Pits in Channelview, Texas, Des Moines TCE
(aka Dico Company) in Des Moines, lowa, West Lake Landfill in Bridgeton, Missouri, Bonita
Peak Mining District in San Juan County, Colorado, Anaconda Co. Smelter in Anaconda,
Montana, Silver Bow Creek/Butte Area I Butte, Montana, Orange County North Basin in
Fullerton, California, Anaconda Copper Mine in Lyon County, Nevada, Portland Harbor in
Portland, Oregon and Quendall Terminal in Renton, Washington.

All 21 sites have been designated the nation’s Superfund sites for years, some for decades. Tar
Creek was first officially designated a Superfund in 1983.

Millions and millions, well over $300 million, of federal funding has been expended for cleanup
and buyout of the Tar Creek Superfund Site which continues today and is expected to continue
for more decades to come.

Pruitt is a former Oklahoma state senator and served the state as attorney general before his
nomination by President Trump to the EPA and confirmation to the post in February of 2017.

During his time serving as Oklahoma’s attorney general Pruitt refused to release the state audit
conducted regarding the Lead-Impacted Communities Relocation Trust (LICRAT), a Public
Trust and Agency of the State of Oklahoma buyout of the Tar Creek Superfund Site despite the
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objection of other state officials.

A non-profit Washington, DC watchdog group, Campaign for Accountability (CfA) filed a
lawsuit in the District Court of Oklahoma in November of 2017 against Oklahoma Attorney
General Mike Hunter and Oklahoma State Auditor and Inspector Gary Jones for failing to
release copies of audits and documents related to corruption allegations associated with the
management of the Tar Creek Reclamation site in the state, according to their press release.

“While he was serving as the Attorney General of Oklahoma, EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt
declined to bring criminal charges in response to an audit that found evidence of criminal
wrongdoing at the Tar Creek Reclamation site,” said CfA Executive Director Daniel E. Stevens
in a press release issued by Nov. 27, 2017, by CfA. “Why did he refuse to bring charges? We
don’t know because the Oklahoma Attorney General’s office has repeatedly refused to release
documents related to this audit.”

Pruitt claimed if released the information in the audit might unfairly embarrass private civilians.

Times Free Press

http://www timestreepress.com/news/breakingnews/story/2018/ian/09/1ocal-site-
proposed/460875/

Local site proposed for list of country’s most toxic places

By: Mark Pace, 1/9/18

A local site composed of residential properties, including areas used by children, has been
proposed to be put on a list of the country's most toxic places.

The Southside Chattanooga Lead Site is one of 10 sites across the country recommended to be
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added to the Superfund Program's National Priorities List by the Environmental Protection
Agency.

"The priority for proposing the Site is protecting children by identifying and cleaning up lead-
contaminated soil at residential properties and other areas where children may be present,”
according to a release from the EPA.

The site site located where waste material was used in past decades as fill or top soil in Alton
Park, Cowart Place, Jefferson Heights, Richmond and the Southside Gardens areas in the
southwestern portion of Chattanooga.

Lead levels at the site were detected above health-based benchmarks. The EPA will work with
other groups and agencies to clean the site and replace it with clean soil.

Sites are added to the National Priorities List when contaminants are considered threats to human
health and the environment.

The move is another step in EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt's goal to identify and the clean toxic
sites. The announcement comes on the heels of a targeted campaign for "immediate and intense
attention" to clean and restore 21 sites in the U.S.

US News

hitps://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/michigan/articles/2018-01-09/michigan-sets-standard-
for-chemical-contaminant-in-water

Michigan sets standard for chemical contaminant in water

By: David Eggert, AP, 1/9/18
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Michigan regulators on Tuesday set a state threshold for chemicals that were once widely used
and are being found in drinking water, a move they said will let them issue violation notices and
take legal action if needed.

The announcement is the latest as Republican Gov. Rick Snyder's administration scrambles to
combat potential health risks in tap water that stem from the chemicals used in firefighting,
waterproofing, carpeting and other products.

The combined standard for perfluorooctanoic acid and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid is 70 parts
per trillion. That mirrors a federal advisory level set in 2016.

"This new standard allows us to take regulatory enforcement actions, something we have not
been able to do absent a state criterion,” Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Director Heidi Grether said in a statement. "This means we will now have tools to mandate a
responsible party conduct activities to address PFOA and PFOS contamination, thereby reducing
risk to human health and the environment."”

The expectation is that parties will voluntarily comply with clean up criteria, she said.

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, have been detected at military bases, water
treatment plants and, most recently, an old industrial dump site for footwear company Wolverine
World Wide. The contaminants, classified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as
"emerging" nationally, have sparked enough concern that Snyder in November created a state
response team and last month enacted $23 million in emergency spending passed by the
Legislature.

The chemicals were used in scores of industrial applications and have been detected in human
and animal blood around the world. The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry said
scientists are uncertain about how they affect human health at exposure levels typically found in
food and water. But some studies suggest the chemicals might affect fetal development, disrupt
hormonal functions, damage fertility and immune systems, and boost the risk of cancer.
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At least 1,000 homes with private wells in the Plainfield Township area north of Grand Rapids,
near where Wolverine dumped hazardous waste decades ago, have been tested for PFAS
contamination in recent months.

Also Tuesday, Snyder announced the creation of two advisory committees to the response team.

One, to be led by Dr. David Savitz of Brown University, will review the science and make
recommendations within six months — including potentially a stricter state PFAS standard.
Democrats are proposing legislation to establish a 5 parts per trillion limit, which would be the
country's toughest guidelines.

The other advisory committee will focus on the public health impact of the contamination and be
led by Dr. Eden Wells, Michigan's chief medical executive.

She has been charged with involuntary manslaughter, obstruction of justice and lying to an
investigator as part of a criminal investigation of Flint's water crisis, but Snyder has stood behind
her. In November, he appointed her to lead a new Public Health Advisory Council.

Newark Post

hitp://'www.newarkpostonline.com/news/epa-adds-contaminated-newark-site-to-superfund-
list/article _bd185770-1678-57de-91c0-40f653ecd7at himl

EPA adds contaminated Newark site to Superfund list

By: Josh Shannon, 1/9/18

The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed to add a site in Newark to the National
Priorities List — a list of contaminated sites eligible for remedial action financed under the
federal Superfund program.
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“Today’s action ensures the necessary resources are available for effective and safe revitalization
of some of the most contaminated sites across the country,” EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt said
in a prepared statement.

The agency will conduct a remedial investigation and feasibility study to determine the extent of
contamination and evaluate various cleanup options, a spokesperson said.

City and state officials first asked for federal help investigating the cause of groundwater
pollution in 2016.

The i1ssue involves the area surrounding the city’s South Well Field, located on a narrow
property off South Chapel Street, between Brookside and Scottfield. Water from the South Well
Field feeds the southern part of the city, roughly as far north as Kells Avenue. The northern part
of the city gets its water from White Clay Creek and the Newark Reservoir.

Nearly 20 years ago, city officials noticed volatile organic compounds (VOCs) — including
chemicals commonly found in dry cleaning solvents and other industrial solvents and degreasers
— seeping into the water and installed a treatment system in 2003. The chemicals are toxic but are
easily removed in treatment, according to Tom Coleman, acting city manager for the city of
Newark.

“It’s been 1n place since 2003, and we don’t have any problem treating it,” Coleman explained in
2016. “It’s just an expense.”

Coleman emphasized that treatment eliminates the VOCs from the water.

“Our water 1s safe, has been safe and will continue to be safe,” he said.
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The Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control has been studying
the cause of the pollution but has been unable to pinpoint the source.

The contamination is believed to be in two groundwater plumes. One is beneath Pencader Plaza,
the Blue Hen Industrial Park and homes around Scottfield Drive. The second is beneath a portion
of the Diamond State Industrial Park along Bellevue Road.

Officials believe the VOCs may have come from industrial chemicals used or spilled in the
industrial parks.

A year ago, the EPA conducted preliminary tests at monitoring wells in Brookside and
Scottfield, as well as in the commercial areas along South Chapel Street. The agency was testing
for “vapor intrusion,” which is the migration of VOCs from contaminated groundwater into
nearby buildings through openings in the building foundation.

The study found the concentration of VOCs does not present a vapor intrusion concern to nearby
residents and businesses.

Los Angeles Times

hitp//www latimes.comy/local/lanow/la-me-In-rainfall-mudflow-20180109-story_html

At least 13 dead as heavy rains trigger flooding, mudflows and freeway closures across
Southern California

By: James Queally, Joseph Serna, Michael Livingston and Ruben Vines, 1/9/18

At least 13 people were killed Tuesday when a rainstorm sent mud and debris coursing through
Montecito neighborhoods and left rescue crews to scramble through clogged roadways and
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downed trees to search for victims.

The deluge that washed over Santa Barbara County early Tuesday was devastating for a
community that was ravaged by the Thomas fire only a few weeks earlier. In just a matter of
minutes, pounding rain overwhelmed the south-facing slopes above Montecito and flooded a
creck that leads to the ocean, sending mud and massive boulders rolling into residential
neighborhoods, according to Santa Barbara County Fire Department spokesman Mike Eliason.

At least 25 other people were injured, authorities said at an afternoon press conference. Crews
rescued 50 people by air and dozens more from the ground.

“It’s going to be worse than anyone imagined for our area,” Eliason said in a phone interview
Tuesday. “Following our fire, this is the worst-case scenario.”

The deaths came after a heavy band of rain struck around 2:30 a.m., causing “waist-high”
mudflows, Eliason said.

Late Tuesday, about 300 people remained stuck in their homes in Montecito’s Romero Canyon
neighborhood after impassable roads halted rescue operations, officials said.

First-responders plan to launch aerial rescues at daybreak for those residents, all of whom are
safe.

“So far there isn’t a concern about anybody being in any potential danger in that area,” said
Rosie Narez, a spokeswoman for the multi-agency storm response. “There’s no way in or out, so
I mean, at some point ... you’re going to run out of stuff, so you’re going to need help.”

Authorities said the residents are in a mandatory evacuation zone.
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The mudslide struck a section of the city that is south of the Thomas fire’s burn area and was not
subject to a mandatory evacuation, Eliason said. Rescue personnel have yet to even make it north
of Highway 192, which is closer to soil scorched by last month’s wildfire. Burned areas are less
capable of absorbing water, making them even more susceptible to flooding and mudslides.

Officials had no estimate on how many people could be trapped or how many homes were
damaged. The search for survivors was still underway Tuesday afternoon, with many places
inaccessible.

Stationed in Hawaii for the Navy, Tyler McManigal, 28, was notified Tuesday that his father and
brother were swept away by flooding in Montecito.

In a phone interview, he said he knew very little else about what happened.

McManigal said when the flash flood and mud flow began, his 64-year-old father, John, woke up
and rushed over to wake up his brother, Connor, 23. The pair were unable to make it out of their
home in the 300 block of Hot Springs Road, just north of Olive Mill Road.

The torrent of brown liquid mixed with branches, rocks, boulders and other debris carried away
the family home — along with McManigal’s brother and father.

"They found my brother probably three-quarters of a mile away, south of where the house is, on
the 101 Freeway," he said, adding that Connor was taken to a local hospital.

"My brother is OK,” he said.

But his father, who has six children, is yet to be found, said McManigal, who is trying to get
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back home.

The founder of St. Augustine Academy in Ventura was among those killed early Tuesday when a
powerful mudslide swept him and his wife from their Montecito home.

Roy Rohter was identified by officials at Thomas Aquinas College, from which his daughter
graduated in 2000. His wife, Theresa, was rescued and is in stable condition, officials said.

Friends remembered Rohter as an energetic leader and generous benefactor of the college.

“Roy Rohter was a man of strong faith and a great friend of Catholic education,” Michael F.
McLean, president of the college, said in a statement posted on the school’s website. “He played
a pivotal role in the lives of countless young Catholic students — students who came to a deeper
knowledge and love of Christ because of his vision, commitment and generosity.”

Michael Van Hecke, headmaster of St. Augustine, said in a statement that Rohter “has done so
much for so many people and pro-life and Catholic education causes. ... Thousands have been
blessed by the Rohters’ friendship and generosity.”

Emergency crews spent the first hours of light making rescues in voluntary evacuation zones
near Montecito Creek north of U.S. 101.

In the 300 block of Hot Springs Road, crews rescued six people and a dog after four homes were
destroyed. The mud lifted one home off of its foundation and carried it into trees, where it then
collapsed, Eliason said. Firefighters used the jaws of life to cut their way into the home where a
firefighter heard muffled cries for help from a 14-year-old gitl, Eliason said.

A rescue dog pinpointed the girl’s location and two hours later, the mud-covered girl was pulled
free. A second 14-year-old girl was also rescued from the same neighborhood and carried from
ankle-high mud in a basket by half a dozen firefighters.
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The U.S. Coast Guard also sent rescue helicopters into the area Tuesday morning, hoisting
several people from collapsed homes or rooftops that stood above swirling mud and water.
Rescue personnel were also able to save a young boy who was swept more than half a mile south
from his house after the building was lifted from its foundation in Montecito, authorities said.

The boy was found alive under a U.S. 101 overpass, authorities said. But his father remains
unaccounted for.

On Hot Springs Road on Tuesday afternoon, a dozen sheriff’s deputies carried a body on a
gurney from a collapsed house as muddy water raced down the street. The deputies surrounded
the body in silence for several moments before placing it gently into an emergency vehicle.

According to the National Weather Service in Los Angeles, the highest preliminary rainfall total
appeared to register at roughly 5 inches in a gauge north of Ojai in Ventura County, in the burn
area of the Thomas fire, which forced evacuations and destroyed homes last month. With heavy
showers still forecast, flash flood warnings remained in effect for Santa Barbara County and
southern Ventura County through Tuesday afternoon, according to the National Weather
Service.

The 101 Freeway was shut down in both directions for more than 30 miles in the Thomas fire
burn area because of flooding and debris flow, spanning an area from Santa Barbara to Ventura,
according to the California Highway Patrol. Sections of routes 33 and 150 were also closed in
Ventura County, according to the Sheriff’s Department. There was no estimate for when the
roadways might reopen, a California Department of Transportation spokesman said Tuesday
afternoon.

In Los Angeles, one person was killed when a big rig overturned in the northbound lanes of the 5
Freeway near Los Feliz, said Saul Gomez, public information officer for the California Highway
Patrol’s Southern Division. All northbound lanes were closed as of 4 a.m., though Gomez said
police were hoping to reopen the roadway by 8 a.m.
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The victim, who was not identified, was approximately 60 years old, Gomez said. No one else
was injured. While the accident happened as rain fell across Los Angeles County, Gomez said he
could not confirm the crash was storm-related.

The fatal crash was one of hundreds that occurred during the downpour. Between 5 and 9 a.m.
Tuesday, there were 275 traffic collisions reported on Los Angeles-area freeways, the California
Highway Patrol said. There were only 30 during the same time period a week ago.

Santa Barbara County officials evacuated nearly 7,000 residents from foothill communities
shortly before the heaviest surge hit the area, according to Sheriff’s Office spokeswoman Kelly
Hoover.

About 3 a.m_, she said, the storm became ferocious.

“We just had a deluge, a power surge of rain. And we had a report of a structure fire burning in
the Montecito area, the San Ysidro area. And it just kept going downhill from there,” she said.
“We have people stuck in their homes, stuck in their cars. There’s downed power lines, flooded
roadways, debris.”

Hoover said the shutdown of the 101 Freeway was heavily hindering rescue efforts.

“There’s no way to get from Ventura here, no way for us to get south,” Hoover said. “We’re
encouraging people to stay off the roads if they’re in an evacuation area.”

By 8:30 a.m., the county’s dispatch center had at least 50 calls pending, she said.

Santa Barbara County officials put a boil water notice in effect for the entire Montecito Water
District on Tuesday afternoon.
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In Los Angeles County, there was “mudslide activity” on Country Club Drive in Burbank, where
police ordered evacuations of all homes east of Via Montana on Tuesday morning. The Police
Department released footage of water surging across a roadway and urged people not to attempt
to drive over it. Some vehicles were picked up and moved by the surge, and a few homes
suffered minor damage, but no one had been injured as of 1 p.m., according to Sgt. Derck Green,
a Burbank police spokesman.

The torrent of mud and debris sheared at least three fire hydrants, pumping another 130,000
gallons of water onto the debris flow, said Bill Mace, an assistant general manager of water
systems for Burbank Water and Power. The department was able to cut off the pressure to each
hydrant, but 14 homeowners will be without water for at least two days, Mace said.

Country Club Drive residents Allie Vonnacher, 17, and her mom, Heidi Donato-Fennell, 42, said
they awoke to the site of several cars flowing down the street, along with power lines, trees and
mailboxes.

“It’s just surreal how powerful nature is,” Donato-Fennell said. “You just hope it stays contained
in the street and it doesn’t become life-threatening.”

Surges also washed out Topanga Canyon Boulevard north of Pacific Coast Highway, and
sections of the 110 Freeway were closed because of flooding. The Los Angeles Fire Department
had to launch a swift-water rescue to aid a man and a dog trapped in rising water near the
Sepulveda Basin Recreation Area, and a Los Angeles police cruiser became mired in a debris
flow on La Tuna Canyon Road, according to authorities. The officer was uninjured and walked
out of the vehicle. The cruiser was in the process of being dug out of the mud with a backhoe
early Tuesday.

International travelers arriving at Los Angeles International Airport also had to be diverted from
Terminal 2 on Tuesday morning, after the customs area became flooded, the airport said on
Twitter.

The CHP also said heavy rains likely contributed to a crash that left one person dead on
Highway 126 in Ventura County, about two miles from the Los Angeles County line, on Monday
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afternoon. One woman died and two others were injured in the five-car crash, the agency said.

The National Weather Service was reporting rainfall totals of up to 5 inches in Ventura County
and 3.3 inches in Santa Barbara County as of 11 a.m. Nearly 1% inches of rain had fallen in Bel-
Air, which could be susceptible to mudslides and debris flow because of damage caused by the
Skirball fire last month.

The storm spared some areas that were affected by last month’s blazes. Early Tuesday afternoon,
evacuation orders for neighborhoods in the burn areas of the Creek and Fish fires were lifted,
according to the Los Angeles County Sherift’s Department.

“I woke up ready this morning to laugh and scoff at all the gloom-and-doom predictions,” said
Dominic Shiach, 50. “It’s actually way worse than I thought it was going to be.”

Shiach wore a Navy raincoat as he walked Archie, his 3-year-old West Highland terrier, down
Sycamore Canyon Road on Tuesday morning.

Amber Anderson with the Santa Barbara Incident Management Team said there were about 75
people who called for evacuation help.

Marc Phillips realized he should have listened to emergency officials as he trudged down East
Valley Road in mud-soaked jeans.

“They were right,” he said, pointing to a place where residences had been knocked from their
foundations. “It looks like there was never a house there, but it was.”

Fox News
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hitp://'www foxnews.com/politics/2018/01/0%/us-oks-selling-iapan-missiles-to-shoot-down-north-
korean-missiles. himl

US Oks selling Japan missiles to shoot down North Korean missiles

By: Frank Miles, 1/9/18

The Trump administration has approved a $133.3 million missile defense sale to Japan to meet
the escalating threat from North Korea — by shooting down the rogue nation's own ballistic
missiles.

The State Department says Congress was notified Tuesday of the proposed sale of four missiles
for the SM-3 Block ITA interceptor.

A State Department official told Fox News that, “Also included are four Mk 29 missile canisters,
and other technical, engineering and logistics support services.”

The department said the sale would support the U.S. defense industry and underscore Trump’s
commitment to improve the defense of allies threatened by North Korea.

The system was jointly developed by Japan and the U.S.

The missiles could be used at sea with Japan’s current Aegis-equipped destroyers and with the
land-based Aegis system its Cabinet approved for purchase last month.

That’s intended to bolster Japan’s current missile defense and perhaps curry favor with President
Donald Trump who is eager for U.S. allies to buy more American military hardware.

“If concluded, this proposed sale will contribute to the foreign policy and national security
interests of the United States,” the State Department official told Fox News. “It will bolster the
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security of a major treaty ally that has been, and continues to be, a force for political stability and
economic progress in the Asia-Pacific region. It will also improve (Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Force’s) interoperability with U.S. missile defense systems, and increase the protection for U.S.
installations in the region.”

Fox News previously reported that North Korea’s weapons “are only aimed” at America and its
territories, a regime official menacingly revealed during Tuesday’s joint talks with South Korea
— doubling down on Kim Jong Un’s frequent threats to destroy the United States.

CNBC

https://www.cnbe.com/2018/01/10/china-is-reportedly-thinking-of-halting-us-treasury-
purchases. html

China is reportedly thinking of halting US Treasury purchase and that’s worrying markets
right now

By: Fred Imbert, 1/10/18

China, the United States' biggest buyer of sovereign bonds, could be slowing down or even
halting its purchases, according to a report.

Bloomberg News reported Wednesday, citing people familiar with the matter, that officials in
Beijing have recommended the Chinese government lowers — or even stops — its buying of
U.S. sovereign debt.

The report also notes that Chinese officials think U.S. debt is becoming less attractive compared
to other assets, adding that trade tensions between the two countries could provide a reason to
slow down or halt the purchases.

The news is worrying markets.
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Treasury prices fell, boosting yields. The U.S. dollar also fell vs. most currencies and gold
increased.

Dow futures were down more than 110 points.

A taper in Chinese purchases would come as the Federal Reserve unwinds the massive balance
sheet it amassed following the financial crisis. The Fed is also expected to raise rates three times
this year. In 2017, the central bank also hiked rates three times.

The U.S. 10-year yield rose to 2.59 percent on Wednesday, hitting levels not seen since last
March. The dollar also fell against a basket of major currencies, trading down 0.6 percent at
91.96.

Click here for the full report.

Wall Street Journal

https://'www.wsi.com/articles/amid-siens-of-a-thaw-in-north-korea-tensions-bubble-up-
1515427541

Amid signs of a thaw in North Korea, Tensions bubble up

By: Gerald Seib, 1/9/18

A tentative move toward diplomacy over the confrontation with North Korea has begun, though
that hardly means the tension is evaporating.

In a village on their heavily militarized border, North and South Korean officials opened talks
Tuesday, ostensibly over possible North Korean participation in the coming South Korean
Olympics. South Korea would like the talks to expand beyond that, toward finding broader ways
to lower tensions.
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But as just one sign of how fraught the situation remains, simply consider this: U.S. officials are
quietly debating whether it’s possible to mount a limited military strike against North Korean
sites without igniting an all-out war on the Korean Peninsula.

Senior officials from South and North Korea held their first formal face-to-face talks in two
years on Tuesday, discussing Pyongyang's possible participation in the Winter Olympics and
other issues in hopes of cooling tensions.

The idea 1s known as the “bloody nose” strategy: React to some nuclear or missile test with a
targeted strike against a North Korean facility to bloody Pyongyang’s nose and illustrate the high
price the regime could pay for its behavior. The hope would be to make that point without
inciting a full-bore reprisal by North Korea.

It’s an enormously risky idea, and there is a debate among Trump administration officials about
whether it 1s feasible. North Koreans have a vast array of artillery tubes pointed across the
demilitarized zone at Seoul, the capital of South Korea, with which they could inflict thousands
of casualties within minutes if they choose to unleash an all-out barrage.

Now, that danger is coupled with the risk that the North Koreans could attempt to use a nuclear
weapon if they choose to escalate in retaliation against even a single strike.

Such a debate reflects how tense the situation remains, even though North Korea has scaled back
the pace of its provocative actions in recent weeks and opened the door to diplomacy.

Tuesday’s talks marked the first high-level dialogue between the Koreas in two years. After
almost a year of regular provocations from North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, they are the first
real sign that a diplomatic track is possible to begin de-escalating tensions over his nuclear and
missile programs.

The U.S. and South Korea agreed on Thursday to delay their planned joint military exercises.
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The South Koreans are hosting the Olympics in February and want a period of calm and peace
on the Korean Peninsula during that period. WSJ's Gerald F. Seib explains the short-term and
long-term consequences of the delay.

A key question is whether the conversation can expand beyond the Olympics to include other
topics Seoul wants to discuss, notably reunification of Korean families split between North and
South, and a general lowering of hostility.

Even if that happens, though, the diplomatic move needed to really start dialing back tensions
would be conversations between North Korea and the U.S. That possibility seems stuck in a long-
distance dance between Pyongyang and Washington, with each side making opening bids the
other finds unacceptable.

North Korea wants the U.S. to forswear joint military activities with South Korea in advance of
talks, while the U.S. insists the goal of talks should be to eliminate North Korea’s nuclear
arsenal, not merely contain it. Each side finds the other’s conditions unacceptable.

Indeed, diplomats suspect North Korea’s engagement with South Korea is an attempt to drive a
wedge between Seoul and its American allies, thereby reducing the possibility the U.S. could
take any kind of military action against Pyongyang.

Efforts are under way to broaden the diplomatic opening beyond Tuesday’s intra-Korean
conversation. Jonathan Powell, a former chief of staff to British Prime Minister Tony Blair, has
offered to help try to get broader conversations going, three people in the diplomatic community
said.

And Jeffrey Feltman, an American diplomat now serving as U.N. under secretary-general for
political affairs, recently traveled to North Korea to explore diplomatic possibilities. But Mr.
Feltman returned alarmed at what he found in Pyongyang, where he sensed little interest in either
talks with the U.S. or moving off the North’s current nuclear track, say those who have talked
with him.

Within the Trump administration, officials say, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis remain focused on trying to get a broader diplomatic effort under way to
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rein in the North Korean nuclear program. National security adviser H.R. McMaster is arguing
more vocally, publicly and privately, that military options need to be considered.

The wild card, as in all things in the Trump administration, is President Donald Trump himself.
He signaled his own interest in a diplomatic track in the past. But he has also seemed to disavow
Mr. Tillerson’s overtures on negotiations. And his recent tweet—asserting he has a “bigger”

is, in the words of one experienced diplomat, the equivalent

of “waving a red flag before a bull.”

The U.S. hasn’t done the kind of logistical preparations needed for a full-blown conflict on the
Korean Peninsula. Still, as the talk of a “bloody nose” option suggests, that doesn’t mean one
can’t happen.

Thanks to the Olympics and the intra-Korean diplomatic opening, the next few months figure to
be relatively calm. But depending on whether the diplomatic opening widens or not, mid-2018
could be a time of reckoning.
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EPA Morning News Highlights 01.10.18

Reuters: Exclusive: Trump’s EPA aims to replace Obama-era climate, water regs in 2018

A top EPA priority for 2018 is to replace the Obama-era Clean Power Plan which would have slashed carbon emissions
from power plants. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will replace Obama-era carbon and clean water
regulations and open up a national debate on climate change in 2018, part of a list of priorities for the year that also
includes fighting lead contamination in public drinking water.

NewsOK: Contaminated Eagle Industries site in Midwest City added to EPA priorities list

A contaminated industrial site along Midwest City's border with Oklahoma City was added Tuesday to the Environmental
Protection Agency's national priorities list for Superfund site. The designation signifies the site is one of the nation's
most severely polluted parceis of land. Soil and groundwater around the former Eagle Industries property at 10901 SE
29th St. are contaminated with trichioroethylene and dichioroethane, according to Okiahoma Department of
Environmental Quality investigators.

Miami News Record: Tar Creek Superfund Site Makes Pruitt’s Priority List

The Tar Creek Superfund Site made U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s list of Superfund Sites Targeted for Immediate
and Intense Action, but no commitment of additional funding is associated with the site’s inclusion on the list. The Tar
Creek Superfund Site is included on a list of 21 sites across the nation making the list. The EPA considered sites that
could benefit from Pruitt’s direct engagement and sites that have identifiable actions to protect human health and the
environment.

Times Free Press: Local Site Proposed for List of Country’s Most Toxic Places

A local site composed of residential properties, including areas used by children, has been proposed to be put on a list of
the country's most toxic places. The Southside Chattanooga Lead Site is one of 10 sites across the country recommended
to be added to the Superfund Program's National Priorities List by the Environmental Protection Agency.

US News: Michigan Sets Standard for Chemical Contaminant in Water

Michigan regulators on Tuesday set a state threshold for chemicals that were once widely used and are being found in
drinking water, a move they said will let them issue violation notices and take legal action if needed. The announcement
is the latest as Republican Gov. Rick Snyder's administration scrambles to combat potential health risks in tap water that
stem from the chemicals used in firefighting, waterproofing, carpeting and other products.

Newark Post: EPA Adds Contaminated Newark Site to Superfund List

The Environmental Protection Agency has agreed to add a site in Newark to the National Priorities List — a list of
contaminated sites eligible for remedial action financed under the federal Superfund program. The agency will conduct a
remedial investigation and feasibility study to determine the extent of contamination and evaluate various cleanup
options, a spokesperson said.

National Morning News Highlights 01.10.18

Los Angeles Times: At least 13 dead as heavy rains trigger flooding, mudflows and freeway closures across Southern
California

At least 13 people were killed Tuesday when a rainstorm sent mud and debris coursing through Montecito
neighborhoods and left rescue crews to scramble through clogged roadways and downed trees to search for victims.
The deluge that washed over Santa Barbara County early Tuesday was devastating for a community that was ravaged by
the Thomas fire only a few weeks earlier. In just a matter of minutes, pounding rain overwhelmed the south-facing
slopes above Montecito and flooded a creek that leads to the ocean, sending mud and massive boulders rolling into
residential neighborhoods, according to Santa Barbara County Fire Department spokesman Mike Eliason.
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Fox News: US Ol selling Japan missiles to shoot down North Koresn missiles

The Trump administration has approved a $133.3 million missile defense sale to Japan to meet the escalating threat
from North Korea — by shooting down the rogue nation's own ballistic missiles. The State Department says Congress
was notified Tuesday of the proposed sale of four missiles for the SM-3 Block lIA interceptor.

CMBC: China is reportedly thinking of halting US Treasury purchases and that's worrving markets right now
China, the United States' biggest buyer of sovereign bonds, could be slowing down or even halting its purchases,
according to a report. Bloomberg News reported Wednesday, citing people familiar with the matter, that officials in
Beijing have recommended the Chinese government lowers — or even stops — its buying of U.S. sovereign debt.

Wall Street Journal: Amid signs of a thaw in North Korea, Tensions bubble up

A tentative move toward diplomacy over the confrontation with North Korea has begun, though that hardly means the
tension is evaporating. In a village on their heavily militarized border, North and South Korean officials opened talks
Tuesday, ostensibly over possibie North Korean participation in the coming South Korean Olympics. South Korea would
like the talks to expand beyond that, toward finding broader ways to lower tensions.

Reuters

http://news.trust.org/item/20180110023844-vdok3
Exclusive: Trump’s EPA aims to replace Obama-era climate, water regs in 2018
By: Valerie Volcovici and David Shepardson, 1/9/18

A top EPA priority for 2018 is to replace the Obama-era Clean Power Plan which would have slashed carbon emissions
from power plants

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will replace Obama-era carbon and clean water regulations and open up a
national debate on climate change in 2018, part of a list of priorities for the year that also includes fighting lead
contamination in public drinking water.

The agenda, laid out by EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt in an exclusive interview with Reuters on Tuesday, marks an
extension of the agency's efforts under President Donald Trump to weaken or kill regulations the administration believes
are too broad and harm economic growth, but which environmentalists say are critical to human health.

"The climate is changing. That's not the debate. The debate is how do we know what the ideal surface temperature is in
21007?... | think the American people deserve an open honest transparent discussion about those things," said Pruitt,
who has frequently cast doubt on the causes and implications of global warming.

Pruitt reaffirmed plans for the EPA to host a public debate on climate science sometime this year that would pit climate
change doubters against other climate scientists, but he provided no further details on timing or which scientists would
be involved.

Pruitt said among the EPA's top priorities for 2018 will be to replace the Clean Power Plan, former President Barack
Obama's centerpiece climate change regulation which would have slashed carbon emissions from power plants. The EPA
began the process of rescinding the regulation last year and is taking input on what should replace it.

"A proposed rule will come out this year and then a final rule will come out sometime this year," he said. He did not give
any details on what the rule could look like, saying the agency was still soliciting comments from stakeholders.

He said the agency was also planning to rewrite the Waters of the United States rule, another Obama-era regulation,
this one defining which U.S. waterways are protected under federal law. Pruitt and Trump have said the rule marked an
overreach by including streams that are shallow, narrow, or sometimes completely dry - and was choking off energy
development.
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Pruitt said that in both cases, former President Barack Obama had made the rules by executive order, and without
Congress. "We only have the authority that Congress gives us," Pruitt said.

Pruitt's plans to replace the Clean Power Plan have raised concerns by attorneys general of states like California and
New York, who said in comments submitted to the EPA on Tuesday that the administrator should recuse himself
because as Oklahoma attorney general he led legal challenges against it.

BIOFUELS AND STAFF CUTS

Pruitt said he hoped for legislative reform of the U.S. biofuels policy this year, calling it "substantially needed and
important” because of the costs the regulation imposes on oil refiners.

The Renewable Fuel Standard, ushered in by former President George W. Bush as a way to help U.S. farmers, requires
refiners to blend increasing amounts of biofuels like corn-based ethanol into the nation's fuel supply every year.

Refining companies say the EPA-administered policy costs them hundreds of millions of dollars annually and threatens
to put some plants out of business. But their proposals to change the program have so far been rejected by the Trump
administration under pressure from the corn lobby.

The EPA in November slightly raised biofuels volumes mandates for 2018, after previously opening the door to cuts.

The White House is now mediating talks on the issue between representatives of both sides, with input from EPA, and
some Republican senators from states representing refineries are working on possible legislation to overhaul the
program.

Pruitt said he also hoped Congress could produce an infrastructure package this year that would include replacing
municipal water pipes, as a way of combating high lead levels in certain parts of the United States.

"That to me is something very tangible very important that we can achieve for the American people," he said.

Pruitt added that EPA also continuing its review of automobile fuel efficiency rules, and would be headed to California
soon for more meetings with the California Air Resources Board to discuss them.

California in 2011 agreed to adopt the federal vehicle emission rules through 2025, but has signaled it would opt out of
the standards if they are weakened — a move that would complicate matters for automakers serving the huge California
market.

In the meantime, Pruitt said EPA is continuing to reduce the size of its staff, which fell to 14,162 employees as of Jan. 3,
the lowest it has been since 1998, under Ronald Reagan when the employment level was 14,400. The EPA employed
about 15,000 when Obama left office.

Nearly 50 percent of the EPA will be eligible to retire within the next five years, according to the agency.

NewsOK
http://newsok.com/contaminated-eagle-industries-site-in-midwest-city-added-to-epa-priorities-list/article /55788491
Contaminated Eagle Industries site in Midwest City added to EPA priorities list

By: Justin Wingerter, 1/9/18

A contaminated industrial site along Midwest City's border with Oklahoma City was added Tuesday to the Environmental
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Protection Agency's national priorities list for Superfund site.

The designation signifies the site is one of the nation's most severely polluted parcels of land. Soil and groundwater
around the former Eagle Industries property at 10901 SE 29th St. are contaminated with trichioroethylene and
dichloroethane, according to Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality investigators.

"Groundwater resources at the site and the surrounding area are threatened by the contamination,” the EPA wrote in a
memo Tuesday. "(Trichloroethylene) has been found in off-site private drinking water wells. The site is an area of
recharge for the Central Oklahoma aquifer system, which is a major source of groundwater in Central Oklahoma."

Contamination at Eagle industries was first discovered in 2003. The company, which had dumped contaminants in
violation of state law, closed in 2010 without paying a fine.

The EPA announced in early August it would consider adding Eagle to its national priorities list at the request of Gov.
Mary Fallin. Several months of public comment followed, leading to Tuesday's announcement.

“Once again, Administrator (Scott) Pruitt is making it clear that he's focused on protecting the environment by
partnering with states to clean up contaminated sites in local communities," said U.S. Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-Tuisa.

"By adding the Eagle Industries site in Okiahoma City to the National Priorities List, it will give the site increased
attention for long-term clean-up efforts and focus on revitalizing the area for development and economic activity," he
added.

The adverse public health ramifications of Eagle's illegal actions have not dissipated. Trichloroethylene, or TCE, has been
found within nearby residential water wells. State investigators distributed a fact sheet to residents that stated TCE
“may cause nervous system effects, liver and lung damage, abnormal heartbeat, coma and possibly death.”

“It is clear that the TCE is migrating, with the likelihood of affecting approximately 30 additional residences and
businesses,” stated an internal DEQ memo obtained by The Oklahoman in an open records request. “Eagle Industries lies
in Midwest City. The plume of pollution is flowing into Oklahoma City.”

On Tuesday, the EPA wrote, "There are currently no readily available alternative drinking water sources for the 18 family
homes south of Eagle Industries."

“Today's action ensures the necessary resources are available for effective and safe revitalization of some of the most
contaminated sites across the country,” Pruitt said in a statement.

EPA cleanup efforts could eventually extend to a second Eagle site, where the company operated for decades, beginning
in 1957. Since an investigation by The Oklahoman found Eagle employees may have also dumped trichloroethylene at
the site, 8828 SE 29th St., state investigators and Midwest City have agreed to test the soil and groundwater there. The
property is owned by Midwest City.

Rita Kottke, an environmental programs director at DEQ, told Midwest City council members last month that EPA
headquarters in Washington had shown an interest in the 8828 site. The EPA contacted DEQ and pushed them to
conduct environmental testing, the first step in the Superfund process, according to Kottke.

When soil and groundwater tests are complete in the coming months, several outcomes are possible. The tests could
find no cause for concern, allowing Midwest City to develop the 8828 site and attract a grocery store or other retail
opportunity. The tests could find minor contamination curative with soil extraction and other actions. Or the tests could
find dire contamination requiring massive EPA action.
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Miami News Record
hittp://www.miamiok.com/news/20180109/tar-creek-superfund-site-makes-pruitts-priority-list
Tar Creek Superfund Site Makes Pruitt’s Priority List

By: Melinda Stotts, 1/9/18

The Superfund list came in direct response to the EPA’s Superfund Task Force Recommendations issued in July of 2017.

MIAMI — The Tar Creek Superfund Site made U.S. EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt’s list of Superfund Sites Targeted for
Immediate and Intense Action, but no commitment of additional funding is associated with the site’s inclusion on the
fist.

The Tar Creek Superfund Site is included on a list of 21 sites across the nation making the list.

The EPA considered sites that could benefit from Pruitt’s direct engagement and sites that have identifiable actions to
protect human health and the environment.

The listed sites require timely resolution of specific issues to expedite cleanup and redevelopment efforts, according to
the EPA’s press release, and the list is designed to spur action at sites where opportunities exist to act quickly and
comprehensively.

The Superfund list came in direct response to the EPA’s Superfund Task Force Recommendations issued in July of 2017.

According to the EPA, Pruitt will receive regular updates on the listed sites, but the EPA remains dedicated to addressing
the risks of all Superfund sites.

There are currently more than 1,300 Superfund sites on EPA’s National Priorities List at various stages in the cleanup
process

The Task Force recommendations are aimed at expediting cleanup at all sites and Pruitt has set the expectation of a
renewed focus on accelerating work and progress.

The list released on Dec. 8 includes the following U.S. Superfund Sites Mohawk Tannery in Nashua, New Hampshire,
Centredale Manor Restoration Project in North Providence in Rhode Island, American Cyanamid Co. in Bound Brook,
New Jersey, Diamond Alkali Co. (aka Upper Lower Passaic) Newark, New Jersey, Ventron/Velsicol (aka Berry’s Creek) in
Wood Ridge Borough, New Jersey, L.A. Clarke & Son in Spotsylvania, Virginia, B.F. Goodrich in Calvert City, Kentucky,
Mississippi Phosphates Corporation in Pasca